Amendments to the Claims 



1. (Canceled) 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Canceled) 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for handling to)dc and inf o otiouo fluid waste. 
fluid, comprising: 

(a) a negative pressure soiuce: 

(b) a separation collection chamber in fluid communication with said negative 
pressure source, said separation chamber having an inlet through which waste fluid from 
said waste fluid source is drawn into said separation chamber by said negative pressure 
source adaptod to r e c e ive fluid waste from a source thereof, th e coll o ction chamber having 
a fluid inlot port, a fluid outl e t port and a suction port adapted to bo connected to a 



(be) a holding m e asuring chamber having a fluid inl e t and a fluid outl e t inj 

communi cation with said separation chamber : 

(d) an outlet in fluid communication with said holding chamber; 

(e) a pump disposed to pump said waste fluid from said holding chamber 
through said outlet, while said negative pressure is maintained in said separation 
chamber: 
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(f) a first sensor electrically coupled to said piimp and disposed to detect 
when said waste fluid reaches a predetermined high level in said holding chamber, 
whereupon said pump is activated to begin pumping said waste fluid from said holding 
chamber through said outlet: 

("g) a second sensor electrically coupled to said pump and disposed to detect 
when said waste fluid reaches a predetermined low level in said holding chamber, 
whereupon said pump is de-activated; 

(e) a first e l e ctrically op e rated valve dispos e d b e tween th e fluid outlet port of 

tho coll e ction chamb e r and the fluid inlet of the measuring chamb e r; 

^d) a second electrically operated valve disposed between the fluid outlet of 

the m e asuring chamb e r and a s e w e r lin e ; and 

(eh) a microprocessor electrically coupled to said first sensor and said second 
sensor r ocoivo input signals fi-om th e measuring chamb e r . said microprocessor 
programmed fe y-to determineiftgi and record a tetal-volume of fluid waste fluid pumped 
through said outlet by said pump flowing from tho coll e ction chamber and through th e 
moasuring chamb e r during a pr e d e t e rmined p e riod of time, said microproc e ssor 
providing control signals to th e fiprst and s e cond oleotrically op e rated valv e s for 
controlling the opening and closing thereof while th e collection chamber r e mains 
conn e cted to the vacuum source . 

8. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as in claim 7 and fiirther including a^rstan 
alphanumeric display electrically coupled to #ie -said m icroprocessor for indicatingdisplaying 
said recorded t etri-volume s of waste fluid pumped through said outlet by said pump . 
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9. (Original) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein the collection chamber has a 
fluid inlet port coupled by tubing to an end effector and a vacuum adapted to be connected to a 
vacuum source. 

1 0. (Original) The apparatus as in claim 9 and fiirther including a pressure sensor 
disposed in the collection chamber, the pressure sensor providing an input to the microprocessor 
and a second alphanumeric display driven by the microprocessor for providing a visual display 
of a pressure within the collection chamber. 

11. (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

1 3 . (Original) The apparatus as in claim 9 and further including a baffle disposed 
in the collection chamber for preventing liquid waste from flowing through the vacuum port. 

1 4. (Original) The apparatus as in claim 8 and further including a data entry 
device coupled to the microprocessor. 

1 5 . (Original) The apparatus as in claim 1 4 wherein the data entry device is a 

keypad. 
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16. (Original) The apparatus as in claim 14 wherein the data entry device is a bar 

code. 

17. (Canceled) 

18. (New) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein said negative pressure source is a 
centralized negative pressure source of a facility to which the apparatus is coupled. 

19. (New) The apparatus of claim 7 wherein said negative pressure sovirce is a 
portable negative pressure source. 

20. (New) The apparatus of claim 1 8 or 1 9 wherein said outlet is in fluid 
communication with a sewer. 

2 1 . (New) The apparatus of claim 1 8 or 1 9 wherein said outlet is in fluid 
communication with a waste fluid container. 

22. (New) The apparatus of claim 21 wherein said apparatus is disposed within a 
portable housing along with a power source and said waste fluid container. 
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23 . (New) A method for disposing of waste fluid, said method comprising the steps 

of: 

(a) drawing waste fluid from a waste fluid source into separation chamber a under 
negative pressure; 

(b) providing a holding chamber in fluid communication with said separation 
chamber for separating liquid waste from said waste fluid, said holding chamber having a fluid 
outlet; 

(c) detecting when said liquid waste reaches a predetermined high liquid level within 
said holding chamber; 

(d) pumping said liquid waste from said holding chamber through said fluid ouflet 
until said liquid waste reaches a predetermined low liquid level, while maintaining said negative 
pressure in said separation chamber; 

(e) measuring the volume of liquid pumped through said fluid outlet; 

(f) displaying said volume of liquid pxmiped through said fluid outlet on a visual 
display. 

24. (New) The method of claim 23 fiirther including disposing of said liquid waste 
pumped through said ouflet directly into a sewer. 

25. (New) The method of claim 23 fiirther including disposing of said liquid waste 
pumped through said ouflet into a fluid waste container. 
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